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For a time the scandal was hushed up, and the Hull
Tories were baulked of their petition. Lulled into
security, Goderich resumed his day-dreaming, and in
September wrote to Hughes full of righteous enthusiasm
for the work he had planned out for himself in the
approaching Parliament.

" I think greatly of what I may be able to do for the
Good Cause in the National Palaver, and I hope that
much Radical and some purely Socialist work may be
possible, and that perhaps on all questions it may be
possible to force or to lead people to look honestly at
them, basing themselves on Fact and working only for
Truth. But perhaps that is too sanguine, for the
present time. Anyhow, we must be very steady and
cautious in what we do."

It was indeed " too sanguine." The Hull Tories
were already on the track of Bezer, and on the way
had stumbled on quite a number of fishy transactions
with the engineers and ships' carpenters. They soon
had enough evidence to justify a petition, and on
November 19 the House of Commons was in due form
seized of their grievances, which were referred to a
Select Committee for inquiry and report. The Com-
mittee met early in the following March. The case for
the petitioners was grossly exaggerated, and not a little
of it was proved to be corrupt ; but enough remained
to unseat Goderich and his colleague, and at the third
sitting, on March 7, their leading counsel, Mr. Edwin
James, announced the withdrawal of the defence.
Happily, the report of the Committee acquitted the
sitting Members of any culpable knowledge of the
wholesale bribery that had been practised.1 The truth
is that Goderich was really and entirely ignorant of the

1 Hwse of Commons Journal, November 19, 1853; Parliamentary
Papers, 1852-3, vol. yiv ; and Hull News, March 5 and. 12, 1853.